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O R I G I N  &  H I S T O R Y

300,000 Years of Heritage

GOOGLE 4.8 ★★★★★ 1 594 reviews TIQETS 4.8 ★★★★★ 4 reviews

The Zayed National Museum stands as a monumental

testament to the 300,000 years of human history on Saadiyat

Island and beyond. Conceived under the visionary leadership

of Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the museum was

designed to preserve and narrate the rich heritage of the

United Arab Emirates with dignity and scientific rigor. Its

construction involved a prestigious international

collaboration, notably with the British Museum, which

contributed its unparalleled expertise in conservation and

exhibition design. This partnership ensured that the museum

would meet global standards while remaining deeply rooted in

local identity.

Opened in December 2025, the museum houses an

extraordinary collection of over 100,000 archaeological

objects. These artifacts, many discovered during excavations

on Saadiyat Island itself, span from the Paleolithic era to the

modern age. The curation process was meticulous, aiming to

contextualize each piece within the broader narrative of

Emirati evolution. From ancient tools to contemporary

records, every object tells a story of resilience, adaptation, and

cultural flourishing.

The architectural vision by Foster + Partners reflects this

historical depth through its striking form. Inspired by the

wings of a falcon, the building’s five aerodynamic towers

symbolize freedom, vision, and the soaring spirit of the

Emirates. The structure is not merely a container for history

but an active participant in the narrative, using light, space,

and movement to guide visitors through time. Its integration

into the Cultural District underscores Abu Dhabi’s

commitment to becoming a global hub for art and culture.

Beyond its physical presence, the museum represents a bridge

between past and future. It honors the legacy of Sheikh Zayed

while embracing modern technologies like immersive audio-

visual experiences and passive cooling systems inspired by

traditional Arab architecture. This blend of tradition and

innovation ensures that the museum remains relevant and

engaging for generations to come, offering a profound

understanding of what it means to be Emirati.

History & experience
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T H E  E X P E R I E N C E

Stepping into the Zayed National Museum feels like entering a living timeline. The journey begins at the Al Masar Garden, a

serene outdoor space that sets a contemplative tone before you enter the galleries. As you move indoors, the smooth one-

way route gently guides you through six distinct galleries, each dedicated to a different epoch in Emirati history. The

atmosphere is calm yet dynamic, with multisensory elements—soundscapes, lighting effects, and interactive displays—that

bring ancient stories to life.

The architecture itself enhances the experience, with natural light filtering through the falcon-inspired towers to create a

sense of openness and clarity. Visitors often describe feeling transported across centuries, from the discovery of an 8,000-

year-old pearl to the reconstruction of the Magan boat. The emotional resonance is palpable; many leave moved by the

respect and care with which their nation’s history has been told. It is more than a museum visit—it is a pilgrimage through

time.
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P R E P A R E  Y O U R  V I S I T

Practical information

ADDRESS

Saadiyat Island · Metro: Al Reem (L1, exit 3) or Yas Island (L1,

15 min walk via promenade)

OPENING HOURS

Open every day from 9am to 7pm. Early closure at 5pm in

winter. Check special hours on the official website.

PRICES

Adult: €16.40. Child (6-12 years): free. Free for under 6s.

Combo offer with Louvre Abu Dhabi available.

VISIT DURATION

Allow 2 to 3 hours for a complete visit, including galleries and

immersive spaces. A slower pace allows you to fully

appreciate the multisensory exhibitions, pa

PHOTOS

Photography is allowed in all galleries, without flash or tripod.

Sensitive areas (e.g., fragile objects) are marked. Personal

videos allowed. To preserve the i

AUDIENCE

Ideal for families, couples, cultural groups and students.

Children are captivated by the sound and visual

reconstructions. Multilingual audio guides are availa

H O W  T O  G E T  T H E R E

Access & transport

🚌 Bus

: (bus) — 5 min à pied

Al Bateen Airport (59 min)

�홌 Car

Al Bateen Airport (46 min)

🚲 Bike

Al Bateen Airport (61 min)
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L O C A L I S A T I O N

Où se trouve the Zayed National Museum ?

📍 Zayed National Museum - Cultural District - — Abu Dhabi

🌐 24°31.988′ N, 54°24.266′ E
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O R G A N I Z A T I O N

How the Visit Unfolds

Level 0 (Ground Floor)

Begin your journey here with the Al Masar Garden, an introductory space that sets the tone for the visit. You’ll

encounter early exhibits focusing on prehistoric life and the first settlers of the region. Interactive stations allow

children to engage with sounds and visuals, making history accessible for all ages.

Level 1

This level hosts the core historical galleries, covering periods from ancient maritime trade to the formation of tribal

confederacies. Key pieces include the 8,000-year-old pearl and reconstructions of traditional boats. The layout

encourages a slow, reflective pace, allowing visitors to absorb each era’s significance.

Level 2 (Upper Gallery)

The final gallery explores modern Emirati identity, political evolution, and cultural achievements. Immersive

projections and multimedia installations highlight key moments in national development. End your visit here with a

panoramic view of the island, reinforcing the connection between history and landscape.

A C C E S S I B I L I T Y

♿ Disabled Access

The main entrance is accessible via the Mound Bridge pedestrian plaza, with ramps, elevators, and ad

곲넙 Families

Family spaces, children's guides, interactive games, and snacks available. Perfect for families.

🎧 Audio guide

French, English, Arabic, Spanish, Italian
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S E L E C T I O N

Must-See Treasures & Moments

Gallery 1

The 8,000-Year-Old Pearl

One of the oldest artifacts in the museum, this pearl symbolizes the deep maritime roots of the Emirates. Displayed under soft

lighting, it invites reflection on how seafaring shaped early communities. Its preservation speaks volumes about the care taken

in curating such delicate relics.

💡 Discovered during excavations on Saadiyat Island, this pearl predates written records and serves as tangible proof of ancient

trade networks.

Gallery 2

Magan Boat Reconstruction

A full-scale replica of an ancient vessel used for regional trade, this exhibit showcases engineering skills from millennia ago.

Visitors can walk around the boat, examining its construction techniques and imagining journeys across the Arabian Sea. The

accompanying audio guide provides context on navigation methods.

💡 Built using materials found nearby, the boat reflects a society deeply connected to the sea long before modern shipping routes

existed.

FOSTER + PARTNERS Exterior

Falcon-Inspired Architecture

The museum’s exterior is a masterpiece of symbolic design, evoking the wings of a falcon—a bird revered in Emirati culture. The

five aerodynamic towers rise elegantly against the sky, capturing sunlight throughout the day. Photographing the facade at

sunrise reveals its true beauty.

💡 The falcon motif was chosen not only for aesthetic reasons but also to represent vision and freedom, values central to Emirati

identity.

Must-sees

01

02

03
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Galleries 3–6

Multisensory Historical Galleries

These immersive spaces use sound, light, and projection to recreate pivotal moments in Emirati history. From desert migrations

to urbanization, each scene is crafted to evoke emotion rather than simply inform. Children especially enjoy the interactive

elements woven into the narrative.

💡 Sound designers worked closely with historians to ensure accuracy while maintaining dramatic impact—resulting in a uniquely

moving experience.

Behind-the-scenes

Solar Cooling System Innovation

Inspired by traditional Arab architecture, the museum employs a passive cooling system that reduces energy consumption

significantly. This sustainable approach aligns with the UAE’s broader environmental goals. Though invisible to most visitors, it

plays a crucial role in preserving artifacts.

💡 Engineers studied wind patterns and thermal dynamics to optimize airflow without compromising comfort—an example of 

traditional wisdom meeting modern science.

Final Gallery

National Identity Exhibition

This section focuses on the unification of the Emirates and the role of Sheikh Zayed in shaping the nation. Portraits, documents,

and personal items offer intimate glimpses into leadership and governance. The tone is respectful yet celebratory, honoring both

struggle and triumph.

💡 Many items were donated directly by families who lived through the events depicted, adding authenticity to the storytelling.

Throughout

Interactive Family Zones

Designed specifically for younger audiences, these zones feature games, puzzles, and tactile models related to various eras.

Parents appreciate how they keep children engaged without detracting from educational value. Staff members are available to

assist if needed.

💡 Feedback from school groups indicates that kids remember facts better when learned through play—proving that fun and

learning go hand-in-hand.

Top Level

Panamic Viewpoint Terrace

After completing the indoor tour, step outside onto the terrace for breathtaking views of Saadiyat Island and the Persian Gulf.

The vantage point allows you to see the Louvre Abu Dhabi in the distance, emphasizing the cultural synergy between

institutions. Ideal for photos and quiet reflection.

💡 Sunset visits reveal golden hues reflecting off the water—a magical backdrop that complements the day’s intellectual journey.

04

05

06
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T I P S

Tips for a Perfect Visit

TIMING

Arrive right at opening time (9 AM) to avoid crowds and

security queues. Early mornings offer the best lighting for

photography and a calmer atmosphere.

BILLET

Book tickets online in advance to secure your preferred entry

slot. Timed entries help manage flow and reduce wait times

significantly.

PARCOURS

Follow the designated one-way route starting from Al Masar

Garden. It ensures you don’t miss any key sections and

maintains a logical progression through history.

PHOTO

Photograph the exterior at sunrise for optimal lighting. Inside,

flash-free photography is allowed in all galleries except

sensitive areas marked accordingly.

PAUSE

Take breaks at Café Al Faisaliah or within the Al Masar Garden.

Both locations provide refreshments and scenic views ideal for

resting between galleries.

ENFANTS

Bring snacks and small toys to keep children entertained

during longer segments. Interactive zones are strategically

placed to maintain engagement throughout the visit.

AUDIOGUIDE

Download the multilingual audio guide beforehand to skip

rental lines. Use it particularly in Galleries 3–6 where detailed

explanations enhance understanding.

CONFORT

Wear comfortable shoes suitable for walking. Light clothing is

recommended due to climate control inside, though layers may

be useful depending on season.
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F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S

FAQ

How to book a ticket for the Zayed National Museum?

Tickets are available online via the official website or booking websites. A timed entry slot is assigned to manage crowds. Book in

advance, especially during peak season, to avoid queues. The museum is located on Saadiy

Can I buy a ticket at the entrance?

Yes, tickets are available at the entrance, but it is highly recommended to book online. During periods of high attendance, queues can last

30 to 45 minutes, and entrance tickets may sell out. The museum is adjacent to t

Are tickets valid for multiple days?

No, tickets are valid only for the selected date and entry time. A multi-day visit is not possible with a single ticket. Book a new ticket for

each day of your visit. The museum opens in December 2025 and is designed by 

Is there a promotion or reduced rate?

Yes, combined offers with the Louvre Abu Dhabi are available, offering a unique cultural experience on Saadiyat Island. Children aged 6

to 12 benefit from a reduced rate (free), while visitors under 6 enter free of charg

How long does it take to visit the museum?

Allow 2 to 3 hours for a complete visit, including the 6 galleries and immersive spaces. The route is a smooth one-way path, starting at

the Al Masar garden and ending with the final galleries. It is not possible to go b

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?

Anecdotes & curiosities

Pearl Diving Legacy

Before oil, pearls were the backbone of the Emirati economy.

The museum highlights this era with artifacts showing diving

gear and trading ledgers. Understanding this period helps

explain why maritime themes dominate so many exhibits.

Sheikh Zayed’s Vision

As founder of the UAE, Sheikh Zayed believed museums

should serve as bridges between generations. His insistence

on including oral histories alongside physical artifacts made

this museum unique among regional institutions.

Saadiyat Excavations

Much of the collection comes from digs conducted on

Saadiyat Island itself. Archaeologists uncovered settlements

dating back thousands of years, proving the area’s

longstanding importance as a crossroads of civilizations.

Cultural Diplomacy

By partnering with global entities like the British Museum,

the UAE positioned itself as a leader in cultural diplomacy.

This strategy continues today through collaborations with

other international museums and artists.

the Zayed National Museum 10 / 11

https://zayednationalmuseum.visit-tickets.com/en/ the Zayed National Museum · Visit Guide 2026



A R O U N D  T H E  M U S E U M

Located on Saadiyat Island, the museum sits within a vibrant cultural district that offers much more than just exhibitions.

Just 500 meters away lies the iconic Louvre Abu Dhabi, whose luminous dome houses world-class art collections. After

your visit, relax at Café Al Faisaliah, where Mediterranean cuisine pairs beautifully with sea views. For those seeking

tranquility, Saadiyat Beach stretches over 3 km of calm waters, perfect for a post-museum stroll. Don’t forget to explore

Manarat Al Saadiyat, a dynamic center hosting temporary exhibits and workshops. Together, these spaces make Saadiyat

Island a complete cultural destination.

Visiting the Zayed National Museum is not just about learning history—it is about feeling it. Every artifact,

every sound, every beam of light contributes to a deeply personal encounter with the soul of the Emirates.

Whether you are a historian, a traveler, or simply curious, this place offers something rare: a moment where

past meets present with grace and power. Do not miss it.
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